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Images of historical rulers wearing crowns or ceremonial headdresses.  Don’t 
feel the need to name or describe them unless pupils are already familiar with 
any of these countries.  Otherwise, you risk overloading their working 
memories at the start of the lesson. The learning priority is that these rulers 
are wearing something on their heads.  

(clockwise from bottom left) 

Cleopatra of ancient Egypt 

• Haile Selassie of Ethiopia 

• Maya king, Shield Jaguar 

• Darius II of ancient Persia 

• Queen Salote of Tonga 

• Emperor Xing of China 

• Mansa Musa of Mali 

(Teachers can add images of rulers that pupils have studied providing the 
ruler is wearing a headdress.) 
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This is a king of England from a very long time ago. Can you see that he is 
wearing a crown on his head? He is called King Edward.  

He is sitting in a special chair and is holding something in his left hand and in 
his right hand. (Don’t divulge the names of the objects at this stage as pupils 
will be overloaded with information.  They are simply to make the connection 
between rulers wearing something on their heads, including this king of 
England called Edward.) 

The Latin word for crown is co-ro-na. (pronounced co-roh-nah) 

When a king or queen has a crown – or corona – placed on his her/head for 
the first time, we call this a coronation.   

A coronation sets the person apart from everyone else and says, “This is the 
king of the kingdom.” 
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During his investiture as Prince of Wales, Charles wore a coronet, but he has 
not yet worn a crown.  
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Pupils say the words coronation chair after the teacher carefully and 
deliberately says coronation chair. 

Prompts for pupils to describe the chair. 

What is it made from? 

What shape is it? 

Does it look very high or very low? 

What is at the bottom of the chair? 

If the class is familiar with a timeline, or you have one in the classroom, you 
could point out when the coronation chair was made. (c.1301).  If the class 
is familiar with centuries, they could say that the coronation chair for Kings of 
England was made in the 14th century.  DO NOT say that King Edward sat in 
this chair because he did not.  It was made two centuries after King Edward.  
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3-4 minutes 

It is worth trying to draw this yourself on the board as a series of simple 
shapes before you model it in front of pupils. It is a series of shapes that are 
easy to draw. 

The pupils annotate, explaining what the chair is.  

 

                     

                       
                

                       
                    

             



11 
 

 

5 minutes 
It is worth trying to draw this yourself on the board as a series of simple 
shapes before you model it in front of pupils. It is a series of shapes that are 
easy to draw. 
The pupils annotate, explaining what the chair is.  
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Pupils say the words Stone of Scone (skoon) after the teacher carefully and 
deliberately says Stone of Scone. 

Prompts for pupils to describe the stone. 

What shape is it? 

Does it look very rough or very smooth? 

What is on the stone? (some pupils might notice the chains) 
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KS2 pupils will be familiar with the four parts that make up the UK. 

If a king or queen is crowned on the stone and the chair, this shows he/she is 
king/queen of both kingdoms at the same time.  

Do not go into the Union of the Crowns 1603.  Pupils’ working memory will be 
overloaded; the 17th century is something they study at KS3.  

 

                           

                                    

               
           

                  

                        
                        
                     
               

                    

                       
                   
                 

                       
                                          



14 
 

 

5 mins 

Teacher may wish to explain that the Stone of Scone was stolen after a battle 
between England and Scotland. The stone was taken to London and the chair 
was made especially for the stone.  

The first Scottish king to sit on the coronation chair with the Stone of Scone 
was King James VI of Scotland and I of England when the two crowns were 
united in 1603.  All kings and queens are now monarchs of England and 
Scotland. Some pupils might be interested to know that the Stone of Scone is 
now in Scotland and will be brought to London for the king’s coronation.  It will 
be placed into the coronation chair, and then returned to Scotland after the 
coronation.  
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Kings and queens often wear or hold things that are symbols of other things.  
If you have studied examples, then use these with pupils to reinforce.  An 
example might be the double crown worn by Pharaohs of ancient Egypt 
symbolising that they ruled over Upper and Lower Egypt at the same time. We 
are going to look at some symbols in the King’s Coronation.  

Pupils say the words St Edward’s crown after the teacher carefully and 
deliberately says St Edward’s crown. 

Prompts for pupils to describe the crown. 

What is it made from? 

How many jewels can you see? (red? purple? blue? green?) 

If a pupil makes the connection between King Edward’s chair being made 
c.1300 and the crown in 1661, you could explain that the original St Edward’s 
crown was destroyed and a new one was made in 1661.  Do not overloading 
pupils’ working memory by going into detail about the English Civil War or 
Cromwell.  They will learn about this in KS3. 
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The crown weighs 5 pounds.  This is equivalent to two litres of water.  You 
could ask a pupil to hold two litres of water and imagine this on their head.  St 
Edward’s crown is a VERY heavy crown.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6GVq5R0O1U 

                      

                                                 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6GVq5R0O1U
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3-4 minutes 

It is worth trying to draw this yourself on the board before you model it in front 
of pupils. Try to keep it simple. 

Pupils use another box on their page to annotate, explaining what the crown 
means, using the prompt questions.  
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Pupils say the word sceptre after the teacher carefully and deliberately says 
sceptre. 

Prompts for pupils to describe the sceptre. 

What is it made from? 

How many jewels can you see? (white? red? purple? blue? green?) 
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Pupils say the word orb after the teacher carefully and deliberately says orb. 
(having fun emphasising the ‘b’ in orb.) 

Prompts for pupils to describe the orb. 

What shape is the orb? 

What is the orb made from? 

How many jewels can you see? (white? red? purple? blue? green?) 

What is on top of the orb? 
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3-4 minutes 

It is worth trying to draw this yourself on the board before you model it in front 
of pupils. Try to keep it simple. 

Pupils use another box on their page to annotate, explaining what the orb or 
the sceptre means, using the prompt questions.  

If you have time, pupils could draw and annotate both items.  
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You could ask pupils to recall without any labels. 

Then reveal the labels and position them correctly.  
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This part of the coronation is not shown on tv.  It is considered to be too 
sacred.  If pupils are already familiar with the religious words holy or sacred, 
you could use them.  Some might be familiar with the word anointed.  

For this lesson, we will not use words such as anointed or consecrated as 
these will overload pupils’ working memory. However, if pupils are already 
familiar with such religious language, then include them, where appropriate, in 
your lesson. 
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Do not get into a discussion about what this crown is called unless you have 
time: the Imperial State Crown.  

This is the crown that the King will wear each year when he opens Parliament. 

He will NEVER wear St Edward’s crown again.  The next person to wear St 
Edward’s crown will be Prince William because this is the crown for 
coronations.  
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3-4 minutes 

It is worth trying to draw this yourself on the board as a series of simple 
shapes before you model it in front of pupils. It is a series of shapes that are 
easy to draw. 

The pupils annotate, explaining what the chair is.  

 

                     

                            

                       

                     
                   

                     
                    

              



25 
 

 

Some children in KS2 will have studied this when they learned about the four 
parts of the UK in KS1.   

If they have not learned this, then simply label the four countries to the correct 
flowers. 

Pupils then explain around the logo what a ‘coronation’ is and what we will 
see when we watch the King’s Coronation.  
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There is a smaller and larger version of the Coronation logo in case a teacher 
might prefer to make an A3 poster. 

 

 

 

                                  
                                        

                                                                                      
                                                                   

                          
                       

                         
                       
                     

           

               
                 

                 

                



28 
 

 

 

 

 



29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



30 
 

 

Older pupils such as Years 5 and 6 pupils might like to draw their items on the 
timeline.  

The chair comes from c.1300.  

The crown, orb and sceptre come from around 1661.  

 

 

 

                                    


